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pin for his shirt." * He travelled to Sache, to see M. de Margonne; to Champrosay, where he met his sister; and to Fougeres in Brittany, at the invitation of the Baron de Pommereul. During the last-named visit, as we have already seen, he not only collected the material, but also wrote the greater part of his novel " Les Chouans," which proved the turning-point of his career.
This novel, the first signed with his name, Honore Balzac, was published by Canel and Levavasseur in March, 1829, and in December of the same year the " Physiologic du Mariage by a Celibataire," appeared, and excited general attention ; though many people, Madame Carraud among the number, were much shocked by it. Each of these books brought in about £50—not a large sum, especially when we think that Balzac must at this time have owed about £2,000; but he had now his foot upon the first rung of the ladder of fame, and editors and publishers began to apply to him for novels and articles.
It is a curious fact that Balzac, who answered a question put to him during his lawsuit against the Revue de Paris on the subject of his right to the prefix " de," with the rather grandiloquent words, " My name is on my certificate of birth, as that of the Duke of Fitz-James is on his," t should on the title-page of " Les Chouans " have called himself
* " Correspondance," vol. i. p. 82.
f First Preface to the fc Lys dans la Vallee," p. 482, vol.  xxii. of ff CEuvres Completes de H. de Balzac/' Edition definitive.of enthusiasm, of
